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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Alice Barrs, Head of UK Political Affairs, RWE 

RWE is a major energy player in the UK with a diverse portfolio of onshore and offshore wind, 
hydro, biomass and gas assets1. We have over 125 staff in Scotland and offices in Perth and 
Inverness, and over 470MW of installed renewable capacity across 26 sites. We also have a 
large development pipeline of 11 onshore wind projects and intent for Scotland to host the 
world’s first commercial-scale floating offshore wind project. With our ambitious target to 
become carbon neutral by 2040, we recognise the importance of delivering a green recovery, 
and stand committed to driving progress towards Scotland’s 2045 net-zero target.  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit a response to the Scottish Parliament’s Environment, 
Climate Change and land Reform Committee on the Green Recovery. 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

RWE agrees that the principles of sustainable development, as proposed by the CCC, 
provide a comprehensive framework of ‘best practice’ objectives to which the Scottish 
Parliament and Scottish Government (SP and SG) should adhere in order to ensure that a 
climate positive recovery is achieved.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

The SP and SG should ensure that policy frameworks allow for the efficient delivery of 
renewables projects that are critical to the decarbonisation of the energy mix and the 
provision of the ‘green’ employment and skills opportunities. RWE has identified the following 
structural barriers, within the SP/SGs remit, to the efficient deployment of renewables: 

The Planning System: With the announcement that National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) 
will not be adopted until 2022, interim measures to reiterate the intent that the planning 
system will work to facilitate the net zero target is essential. To do so, SG Ministers should 
consider issuing a Ministerial Statement or Chief Planner’s Letter explicitly stating that 
the climate emergency and Scotland’s 2045 net zero target are material considerations 
to be afforded significant weight in planning decisions. To provide consenting certainty, we 
advise that the starting point in NPF4 should be a ‘presumption in favour of granting 
consent’ for all renewable energy projects and associated grid infrastructure, which is vital 
to achieving decarbonisation and the green economic recovery. We also urge that NPF4 
should make explicit reference to the acceptability of taller, more efficient wind turbines, 
with larger rotor diameters, which will form a key pillar in meeting Scotland’s decarbonisation 
targets. Finally, 5GW of existing Scottish wind power capacity is likely to be decommissioned 
by 2040. To ensure the capacity lost from decommissioned sites is replaced, the current use 
of the site as a wind farm should be a material planning consideration and given 
significant weight in the decision-making process for site ‘repowering’ applications. 

                                            
1 For more information on RWE’s portfolio in UK including Scotland, see infographic here. 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
https://www.group.rwe/-/media/RWE/documents/01-der-konzern/rwe-in-the-uk.pdf
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Aviation and Radar: Almost half of all wind farm sites in Scotland and Scottish waters are 
subject to aviation radar objections. With the balance within the planning system requiring 
the wind farm developer to resolve these issues, the current process of solutions require 
piecemeal retrofit of technologies, at great time and expense. With wind energy now a key 
contributor to the UK energy mix and SG aspirations to increased deployment, aviation 
stakeholders should be required to ensure that as they replace radar and surveillance 
infrastructure, they include technological solutions that accommodates for the presence of 
turbines. By signalling a shift in planning requirements from wind farm “mitigation” to 
“management”, SG could signal a transition of responsibility, with effect from a future 
date such as 2030, giving aviation stakeholders sufficient notice to accommodate the 
requirement in their surveillance replacement cycles. This would require that after 2030, 
there are no grounds to object to wind developments if aviation surveillance systems are not 
windfarm tolerant.  

Eskdalemuir Seismic Array (EKA): RWE welcomes the work supported by SG under the 
Eskdalemuir Working Group (EWG) in reviewing the MOD EKA budget. The budget is 
currently oversubscribed with a waiting list, thus blocking potential development within 50km 
of the array.  Analysis by Xi Engineering (supported by EWG)2 indicates that there may be 
between 480MW and 1.3GW of additional capacity if calculation of the MOD budget algorithm 
was updated; and a potential tripling of capacity if the exclusion zone was increased to 15km. 
RWE would urge the SG to expedite the work being carried out in conjunction with the 
EWG to reach a solution and potentially release onshore wind development in this 
area. 

Forestry Land Scotland (FLS): RWE welcomes the progress made on the recent energy 
offering. RWE is aware that there is a push within FLS for more peatland restoration across 
the FLS land portfolio. To avoid potential for the sterilisation of potential project sites 
within this tender exercise RWE encourages open dialogue on this issue. The onshore 
industry has significant experience in restoring peatland around relevant developments, with 
many restoration projects funded as a result funding from wind farms, as part of their planning 
consents. As such, onshore wind and peatland restoration should not be mutually exclusive. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Scotland has 25% of Europe’s wind resources. To maximise renewables’ contribution we 
recommend:  

Building Supply Chains: RWE shares the SG’s desire to see the Scottish supply chain 
maximise the opportunities it has to participate in the development of clean energy projects. 
We support the UK Offshore Wind Sector Deal’s target to increase local content in offshore 
projects to 60%. We would welcome further engagement from the SG and supply chain 
industries, including on efforts to understand current barriers to supply chain involvement. 
Further steps that could help industry include, clarity ahead of time on decision-making 
processes over site awards in Scotwind and early understanding and communication 
around local content opportunities. 

                                            
2 ‘’Eskdalemuir Wind Turbine Seismic Vibration’’  Extrapolation of Potential Installed Capacity Based on 
Observed Seismic Output of Modern WTGs with future scenario planning. Presented to  The Scottish 
Government. Issue Date: 23/07/2020 Document No: SGV_202_Tech_Report_v07 .  
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Grid infrastructure: Scotland also urgently requires a coherent and costed plan to be put in 
place to upgrade its grid infrastructure, to enable full decarbonisation of its energy generation. 
A resultant investment in grid upgrades would help drive the economy, and act as an enabler 
to broader investments in renewables. Opening up the grid infrastructure is also required to 
enable the electrification of heat and transport. Despite having some of the UK’s best 
renewables resources, Ofgem’s economic principles for network charging mean that 
locational charges are higher where grid is scarce and demand is low. Scotland is therefore 
the most expensive part of GB in which to build new grid. The SG should therefore engage 
with Ofgem; the grid operators Scottish Power Transmission Limited and Scottish 
Hydro Electric Transmission plc; and Westminster on the appropriate regulatory 
approach that maintains locational cost signals in grid charging, at the same time as ensuring 
decarbonisation at the lowest cost to the consumer. 

Finally, whilst not fully within the SG’s immediate remit, a supportive stance and 
understanding around the introduction and opportunities for Scotland of nascent new 
technologies, such as floating offshore wind, hydrogen, carbon capture and storage, 
would be helpful in stimulating discussion and interest in these areas. Making the case for 
continued support for onshore wind deployment would also be welcome.  

 


